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SUBJECT: VILLALBA PROCLAIMED URD' S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE 

1. AS PLANNED, URD CONGRESS ON APRIL 1 NAMED BY ACCLAMATION 
JO VITO VILLALBA AS URD 1 S PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATE FOR DECEMBER 
ELECTIONS, MAKING HIM EIGHTH OFFICIALLY NAMED PRESIDENTIAL 
CANDIDATE. SENATOR LEONARDO MONTIEL ORTEGA SELECTED AS 
CAMPAIGN MANAGER. 

2. VETERAN POLITICAL LEADER VILLALBA IS EXPECTED TO WAGE A 
VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN, ALTHOUGH EVERYONE RECOGNIZES URD HAS NO 
CHANCE OF WINNING ELECTIONS. URD HAS BEEN IN STATE OF DECLINE 
FOR SEVERAL YEARS, AND ENTRY INTO AND THEN WITHDRAWAL FROM NEW 
FORCE COALITION FURTHER WEAKENED PARTY IN PUBLIC EYE AND 

CAUSED IMPORTANT DEFECTIONS, PARTICULARLY AMONG YOUTH AND IN ZULIA 
STATE. NEVERTHELESS VILLALBA IS STILL BELIEVED TO HOLD 
CONSIDERABLE PERSONAL DRAWING POWER, AND MIGHT DRAW, SAY, FIVE 
TO EIGHT PERCENT OF THE VOTE IF HE REMAINS A CANDIDATE AND CONTESTS 
THE ELECTIONS. 

LITTLE , IF ANYTHING, CAN BE CONSIDERED CERTAIN ABOUT WHAT THE 
OPPORTUNISTIC URD WILL DO, BUT THE ODD' S NOW SEEM TO FAVOR 
VILLALBA' S REMAINING A CANDIDATE AND RUNNING, LARGELY TO HOLD 
THE PARTY TOGETHER AND SALVAGE SOME CONGRESSIONAL SEATS. 
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3. THERE HAS BEEN MUCH SPECULATION HERE ABOUT AN ELECTORAL 
COLATION BETWEEN URD AND EITHER AD OR COPEI, BUT URD LEADERS 
HAVE REPEATEDLY DENIED SUCH A POSSIBILITY. HOWEVER, IT IS 
CONCEIVABLE THAT VILLALBA COULD MAKE A SECRET PRE- ELECTION DEAL 
WITH COPEI TO RUN ON HIS OWN AND THEN OBTAIN GOVERNMENT POSTS 
FOR HIM AND OTHER URD LEADERS IN NEXT ADMINISTRATION IF COPEI 
WINS. A NUMBER OF COPEI FIGURES HAVE HINTED AT THIS POSSIBILITY. 
SAYING THAT VILLALBA WOULD TAKE AWAY MORE VOTES FROM AD THAN 
COPEI, PARTICULARLY IN EASTERN REGION OF COUNTRY. LAST WEEK, 

IN FACT, COPEI CAMPAIGN COORDINATOR OSWALDO ALVAREZ PAZ TOLD 
POLITICAL COUNSELOR THAT SUCH A DEAL IS IN THE WORKS AND THAT 
COPEI MIGHT EVEN SUBSIDIZE VILLALBA' S CAMPAIGN. 
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